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Calcified mass in right upper abdomen
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Clinical

A 80-year-old she patient presented with nausea, vomiting and abdominal pain. Her
past medical history was diabetes mellitus and hypertension.

On abdominal examination, Murphy’s sign was positive. An abdominal radiograph
was performed (Figure 1). The patient declined surgery, which is the usual treatment,
and was treated with antibiotics.

Figure 1

What is the diagnosis?
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Answer
The abdominal radiograph shows a porcelain gallbladder arrowed (Figure 1).
Discussion

Porcelain gallbladder (calcification of the gallbladder wall) is a rare condition with
prevalence in cholecystectomy specimens ranging from 0.06 to 0.8%." It is most
commonly found in the sixth decade of life, with a higher prevalence in woman.” The
aetiology of porcelain gallbladder is still unclear.’

In recent reviews the association between porcelain gallbladder and carcinoma is less
than that previously suggested (5-7%).* However, a cholecystectomy may be
performed on diagnosis because the risk of cancer is still increased.”

Author information: Cemil Kavalci, Emergency Department; Atakan Sezer, General
Surgery Department; Eylem Sezenler, Emergency Department; Miitasim Sungun,
Emergency Department; Trakya University Medical Faculty, Edirne, Turkey

Correspondence: Cemil Kavalci, Emergency Department, Trakya University Faculty
of Medicine, 22030, Edirne, Turkey. Fax: +90 (0)284 2352338; email:
cemkavalci @ yahoo.com

References:

1. Fukui T, Nakayama S, Shimatani M, et al. Endoscopic biliary plastic stenting and successful
intentional stent retrieval in a benign biliary stricture with mural spherical calcification and
porcelain gallbladder. Intern Med. 2009;48(10):809-13.

Opatrny L. Porcelain gallbladder. CMAJ 2002;166:933.

3. Stephen AE, Berger DL. Carcinoma in the porcelain gallbladder: a relationship revisited.

Surgery 2001;129:699-703.

4. Stephen AE, Berger DL. Carcinoma in the porcelain gallbladder: a relationship revisited.
Surgery 2001;129:699-703.

NZMIJ 5 March 2010, Vol 123 No 1310; ISSN 1175 8716 Page 106
URL: http://www.nzma.org.nz/journal/123-1310/4005/ ©ONZMA



